
 

This site is barrier free.  People needing special assistance or accommodations should contact the Community 
Development Department 72 hours in advance of the meeting at (360) 851-4447 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
THIS IS OFFERED AS A HYBRID MEETING AND MAY BE ATTENDED IN PERSON AT THE ABOVE NOTED 

ADDRESS OR BY JOINING VIRTUAL/TELEPHONICALLY. CALL IN AND JOINING INFORMATION FOLLOWS: 

 
Zoom link to join meeting:  
https://blackdiamondwa-gov.zoom.us/j/*******618?pwd=tE47Grjizkb37zcZcbpy7AhwdhyYDe.1 

Meeting ID: 845 853 1618 
Password: PC 
 
Telephone dial in options:   
+1 206 337 9723 US (Seattle) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 

Meeting ID: 845 853 1618 
Password: 947794 

 
6:00 P.M. - CALL TO ORDER, FLAG SALUTE, AND ROLL CALL 

Introduction of New Planning Commissioners 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

1) Planning Commission Meeting of October 8, 2024   

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Persons wishing to address the Planning Commission regarding items of new business are 

encouraged to do so at this time.  Please use the “raise your hand” feature and once recognized by the Chair, you may unmute 
and state your name and city for the record.  Please limit your comments to 3 minutes.  For those dialing in, please press *9 to 
raise your hand and *6 to unmute yourself. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: None 
STUDY/WORK SESSION: None  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

2) Vote for Chair and Vice Chair 

3) Review Policy and Procedures 

4) Discussion of Comprehensive Plan  

  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

ADJOURNMENT: 

CITY OF BLACK DIAMOND 

PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA  

February 11, 2025 

Council Chambers, 25510 Lawson St., Black Diamond 

 

https://blackdiamondwa-gov.zoom.us/j/*******618?pwd=tE47Grjizkb37zcZcbpy7AhwdhyYDe.1
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CALL TO ORDER, FLAG SALUTE, ROLL CALL 
 
Chairperson Morgan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Commissioner Kelley Sauskojus 

Commissioner Steve Jensen (via Zoom) 
Commissioner Pam McCain  
Commissioner Wynstan Larsen 
Chair/Commissioner Carol Morgan (via Zoom) 

 Commissioner John Olson  
Unexcused: Commissioner Knut Syversen       
  
Staff:  Community Development Director, Mona Davis 
  Deputy City Clerk, Carina Thornquist 

IT Staff, Jake Kapsandy 
MDRT/Economic Director, Andrew Williamson 
              

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
  

1) Regular Planning Commission Meeting of September 10, 2024, and Special Planning 
Commission Meeting of September 24, 2024  

 
There were no changes to the September 10, 2024, or the September 24, 2024, 
minutes and they were approved as presented.  

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING -   
 
2) Sign Code – Director Davis introduced the contract planner for the city, Andrew Love, 

who gave highlights on the following: 
 

• Two major changes since September 
o Removed multi-tenant pole or pylon sign amortization exemption. 
o Added “human directionals” to prohibit signs. 

  

CITY OF BLACK DIAMOND 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

October 8, 2024, 6:00 PM 
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Chair Morgan opened the Public Hearing at 6:11 pm. 
Chair Morgan asked Vice-Chair to recognize citizens who would like to speak. Chair 
Morgan asked three times and there were no speakers.  
Chair Morgan closed the Public Hearing at 6:12 p.m. 
 
Extensive back-and-forth discussion took place between the Commissioners and 
Director Davis. 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Jensen to forward the Draft as was discussed and 
written to the City Council for approval. Seconded by Commissioner Larsen Vote, passed      
4 - 2 (Olson and McCain). 
 
STUDY/WORK SESSION - None 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT REPORT -   
  

Director Davis reported on the following items: 

 

• She announced that she has submitted her resignation, and this Friday will be 

her last day. Andy Williamson, MDRT/Econ. Dev. Director will be overseeing 

until they can find a replacement. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – None   
 
ADJOURNMENT -   
 
Commissioner Olson moved to adjourn, second Commissioner McCain Vote, motion 
passed 6 - 0. Meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 
 
These minutes were respectively recorded by Carina Thornquist, Deputy City Clerk 
        
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________ 
Carol Morgan, Chairperson Carina Thornquist, Planning 

Commission Secretary 



• Chapter 2.24 - PLANNING COMMISSION 

SHARE LINK TO SECTIONPRINT SECTIONDOWNLOAD (DOCX) OF SECTIONSEMAIL 

SECTION 

Sections: 

 

• 2.24.010 - Membership. 

SHARE LINK TO SECTIONPRINT SECTIONDOWNLOAD (DOCX) OF SECTIONSEMAIL 

SECTION 

Pursuant to RCW Chapter 35A.63, there is created for the city a planning agency to be 

known as the city planning commission, consisting of seven members who shall be 

appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the city council. 

A. 

The positions of planning commissioners shall be designated numbers one through 

seven. The term of each member of the planning commission shall be four years. The 

terms of office shall be staggered based on the date of appointment. Terms expire on 

December 31, but members of the planning commission shall continue to serve until 

their successor is appointed and qualified 

B. 

Qualifications. Members of the planning commission shall be selected from individuals 

who have an interest in planning, land use, environmental affairs or residential and 

commercial development as evidenced by training, experience or actions. 

Consideration will also be given toward maintaining an equitable balance of 

geographic representation of the community. Members of the planning commission 

shall be limited to individuals who reside in the City at least one hundred eighty days 

each calendar year or owners of businesses with a physical presence within the city. A 

"physical presence" means that the individual or business owner does business in the 

City of Black Diamond and has obtained a Black Diamond business license. 

C. 

The planning commission shall adopt rules and procedures to address the conduct of 

its meetings, elections of officers and other administrative matters. Conflicts of 

interest shall be addressed as set forth in RCW 35A.63.020. 



D. 

Removal. A planning commissioner may be removed by the mayor, with the 

concurrence of the city council, for misfeasance in office or other just cause, or for 

unexcused absences from more than three consecutive meetings. Failure of a 

planning commission member to qualify as provided in subsection B, shall constitute 

forfeiture of office. The decision of the city council regarding membership on the 

planning commission shall be final. 

E. 

Vacancies occurring otherwise than through the expiration of terms shall be filled for 

the unexpired terms. Members shall serve without compensation. 

(Ord. No. 981, § 1, 10-4-2012; Ord. No. 1072, § 1, 1-21-16) 

Editor's note— Ord. No. 981, § 1, adopted October 4, 2012, repealed the former § 

2.24.010, and enacted a new § 2.24.010 as set out herein. The former § 2.24.010 

pertained to similar subject matter and derived from Ord. No. 295, 1984 and Ord. No. 

900, adopted April 16, 2009. 

• 2.24.020 - Powers and duties. 
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SECTION 

A. 

The planning commission shall perform the function of a planning agency as set forth 

in chapter 35A.63 RCW, provided, certain land use matters may be referred to the 

city's hearing examiner as elsewhere provided by the Black Diamond Municipal Code. 

The planning commission shall be an advisory body to the city council. The planning 

commission will hold public hearings and make recommendations to the city council 

on zoning code text and development regulation amendments, area-wide rezones, 

adoption of comprehensive plan and any other plan amendments. "Development 

regulations" are defined as "controls placed on development of land use activities by 

the city including, but not limited to, zoning ordinances, critical areas ordinances, 

shoreline master programs, official controls, PUD ordinances, subdivision ordinances, 

binding site plan ordinances, together with any amendments thereto." 

B. 

The planning commission shall review such other matters and take such further action 

as the city council may direct from time to time by motion, resolution or ordinance. 

(Ord. 857 § 1, 2008: Ord. 295 § 2, 1984) 



(Ord. No. 900, § 3, 4-16-2009; Ord. No. 1028, § 1, 5-15-2014) 

• 2.24.030 - Secretary. 

SHARE LINK TO SECTIONPRINT SECTIONDOWNLOAD (DOCX) OF SECTIONSEMAIL 

SECTION 

The mayor shall designate a city staff member to serve as secretary to the planning 

commission. The secretary shall be responsible for taking the minutes of each 

commission meeting and for assisting the commission with other administrative 

duties as assigned by the presiding member of the commission. 

(Ord. 570 § 1, 1995: Ord. 295 § 3, 1984) 

(Ord. No. 900, § 4, 4-16-2009) 

• 2.24.040 - Quorum. 
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SECTION 

A majority of the membership of the planning commission shall constitute a quorum 

for the transaction of business. Any action taken by a majority of those present, when 

those present constitute a quorum, at any regular or special meeting of the planning 

commission shall be deemed taken as the action of the commission. The commission 

may adopt such other rules governing its procedures and conduct of business as it 

deems appropriate. 

(Ord. 295 § 4, 1984) 

• 2.24.050 - Referral by council. 
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SECTION 

The city council may refer to the planning commission, for its recommendation and 

report, any ordinance, resolution, or other proposal relating to any of the matters and 

subjects referred to in RCW Chapter 35A.63, and the commission shall promptly report 

to the city council thereon, making such recommendations and giving such counsel as 

it may deem proper. 

(Ord. 295 § 5, 1984) 
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